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realize the chance offered by the blindness of his enemies.
6 The socialists are making a mistake ', he said, i if they
believe that those who really fought, that is two or three
million Italians, are going to turn round as soon as peace
comes and spit on the war in which they fought.5 On the
contrary, as time went on, and no prospects were offered
them, they forgot their suffering, idealized the past, and
championed the e victory ' they had won. This state of
mind prevailed especially among the officers, that is to say
nearly all those members of the middle classes who had taken
part in the war.
A careful study of the newspapers of the period shows that
attacks on officers were comparatively rare. The most
serious were reprisals for attacks by nationalist or fascist
officers on socialist deputies in the streets of Rome. But it
would be a mistake to draw conclusions from statistics of
this kind. When one officer was booed or beaten up, they
all shared his humiliation, and the results of the insult were
exaggerated by their over-sensitive nerves. The bourgeois
press would take care to rub in the insult, inventing the
most contemptible lies in order to distort the incident and
stir up hatred, just as it did in France with its description of
a c red * spitting on the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
Moreover, after autumn 1920 the state began to exploit
this mentality for its own reactionary ends. Some time ago a
colonel had been sent by the war office to travel through
Italy, build up groups of officers, and maintain connections
between them, and pass the word to divisional commanders.
His report, published a year later, already provided a
detailed plan for the anti-socialist offensive and a pretty
accurate analysis of the strength and particularly the
weakness of the movement they had to deal with.
According to this Colonel A. R,, in order to combat
subversive influences in the army, the authorities ought to
shorten the term of compulsory service and create * a solid
framework of long-service officers and non-commissioned
officers^ well paid and carefully chosen on a volunteer basis '.
Since this professional army would not be enough :
' We must add to our conscript army and the 250,000
mercenaries which we shall soon possess a militia of
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